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“Innovation and entrepreneurship research is important to understand 
how firms can reorient towards new industries”

“New and improved technology, and therefore innovation, is vital to 
solve many of the societal challenges today”

“For innovation and entrepreneurship research, multidisciplinarity and a 
variety of different perspectives and sources of knowledge are 
important”

“Innovation research is the key to figuring out how to put innovation to 
work for the good of society (or save the world?”

“Innovation and entrepreneurship as interdisciplinary fields are 
important because they help expose and discuss aspects of social reality 
that would have been hidden otherwise”

“The interdisciplinary approach contributes to linking research to society 
and solving societal problems”

Quotes from former and current NORSI students at TIK
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A very quick and simplistic account for the
structuring of the social sciences around
100 years ago



The academic importance
of our fields
We bring disciplines together in new ways
We show that constructs, concepts and methods from 
different origins can be fruitfully combined
Our research targets phenomena that might otherwise
be invisible or poorly understood
Weak institutionalisation means that we are more 
vulnerable and more dependent upon external funding, 
but also able to engage in productive interaction with
societal stakeholders



Our research provides fresh explanations for 
central structures, practices and states of modern
society, often pointing at ways forward



Our fields combat central false 
assumptions about innovation and 
entrepreneurship that may lead to 
simplistic theories and bad policies

But we also have a responsibility
here for our own biases – and a 
challenge due to the popularity of
our basic concepts



Our job is to describe why and 
how things are as they are –
but also how they could be

This requires open reflection 
and discussion about our 
values, assumptions and work

NORSI is an important venue 
for this, even more so with an 
increased N

Thank you for listening!


